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M'I"i""!ﬁ?l’ﬂ:._ thg
Mai Chamber
of Conymerce
thinks the tran-
sient-vacation--
rental (TV R) situation is moving
piirely o fast, and 1©0% time ©
pause ad put a practical provess
in place befbwe enforcement.

All along the chamber has
heen concerned with how this
matter has been addressed, g
the bistory; confusing messages
from the C:)smt& of \/‘Eam filed
permil app plications going unre-
viewsd: TVRs told to wait and
not file permit applications be-
cause legislation was imminent;
and more.

We took a standl on this issue
back in July 2006, when a pos-
tion statement in support of
TWRs was adopled st our Policy
Convention. The position staie-
ment read: “The Maul Chamber
of Comperce recognizes a negd
for transient-vacation rentals in
appropriate Jocations, subject o
reasonable conditions
dards. The chamber ancourages
county and state agencies (o es-
tablish a permit process through
which TVR applications can be
reviewed.”

At that time, the statemnent tvas
eid this way becntise we Tec-
ognized that not all TVERs in all
locations are appropriate. Fur-

and stan-

ther, we do think reasonable reg-

wlation is needed to ensure that

netghborhoods aré protected and
residents can enjoy thelr proper-
ties peacefully, However, when
we said “appropriate Jocations,”
we did mean o Include residen-
tial areas, nof just wsort- and bo-
tel-zoned areus,
o support a;}pmg\mm TVRS be-

ing able  to. opefate legally
shmurhnug Maui, Molokai and
Lanai,

Altey holding 4 forum on the
TVR stuation in. Seplember
2007 and seeing efforts toward
enforcement continug, the Maud
Chamber of Commerce Govern-
ment Action Committes draffed a
revised position statement o con-
Houe s support of TVRs and @
ask that the county hold oft on
enforcement mntil we give cur-
rent Operalons a just permﬂ -appli-
cation process, time to subhmil
their applications, and a fair re-
ViEw,

Ratified by the bomd, our ngw
position stalement reads; “The
Maui Chamber of Commerce
recognizes the economic vilue
and need for transient-vacation
rentals and other home-based vis-
itor accomanodations, subject to
reasonable conditions and regula-
tions. The Maud Chamber of
Copnmerce encotrages the coun-
ty government 1o adopl 4 reason-
able permit process for current
cperaiors (o subimit permit appli-
cations and have those appliva-
tions reviewed and decided upon
prior to any enforcement.”

CWith  this slatement we
strengthened the language t{)
ke three key points.

nd we wmim‘iu_

we wanfed to not only

Fix
expeess the need for, but also -

dicate the importance of, TVRS
o our economy. Not only do

TYR businesses themselves helpy

to suppoet the sconomy, bl they
bring i visttors that | Maut might
not otherwise receive and wh{)

support raral aneas.

We already have heard .fmm a

number of refall and restaurant
businesses in Matko, Haltimaile,
Pais and Makawao that have

been affected by enforcement ef-

forts to date. lhe} V& SPET A re-

duction in costomers and are ex-
remely worred shout what will
happen when enforcament goes
into full swing.

Second, in addition fo support-
ing TVRs, we added our support
of “home-hased visitor accom-
modations” (0 encompass varl
ous definitions, mnd we clarified
that we meant in residential areas
putside of hote] and resort zon-
ing.

Th rd, And mma 1n~spgrmm§§1
we added fanguage dealing with

the issuee of enforcement because:

we don't think the provess hag

heen fair, We believe efforts (o

shin down TVRs should be hale-
ad until: @ sensible process is cre-
ated, all current operators have
been given a chance to apply, and
their applcations are reviewed

and ruled on in e Hmely manner,

Onee these steps have been taken
— mcluding review of and decis
sions on applications from exist-
ing operatrs — then inappropri-
gte operator applications cotdd be
rejected and enforcement for
those desrned fo be noncompliant
wonihd be undesstandable, .

This past Monday wnd this
coming Monday, & federal cotrt
is hearing M Vacation Rental
Assoclation’s requast for an in-
Jupiction to stop the selective en-
forcement  against  vacation
rentals, Many families that did
not apply for permits Decause
they were told to hold oft have al-
ready lost their souree of Incorne,

and - the  economic” impact “i§7 7

growing from there. We hope the
tjunction is granted. In - the
meantime, time is teking The
Tap, 1,-2008, deadline-is just
around the cormer {or those Wiﬂ{}
dicd apply for permits. :
The situation also is causing
fear and animosity in neighbor-
heods -~ with people living in
terror and suspicion, wondering

if they are being turned in and

who might have done so’ The
state of affaits is hrooding i will
as ramors fly and gossip builds.
We need to get back to doing
things the right way, and with re-
spect arid aloha for ome another,
While many are balking at teg-
ulation, we do understanid Lhm:. i
appropriate regulation is needed -
to protect neighbarhotds. Ween-
courage the pubilu to contact the
colnty ddministration to ask that
enforcernent be postpored nrti &
process is established and even-
handed roles and reguiation are in
plice. We belicve that with rea-
sonable regulation, there Can be
peaceful co-existencé belween
residents and TVRS and home-
Baged visitor am}mmc’)d’m{ms
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