THE CHAMBER VIEW; '

by Pamela Tumpap

overn-

ment,
businesses
-and residents
are nose to -
‘wall right now
- Ol} barriers we
. " have allowed

to become ingrained arid solid- " .

ly built over time. The barriers
* did not just happen..
‘While the” economic ‘reces-

sion slammed us against these -
walls in a relatively short period’
of titne, ultimately we were go-
ing to hit them because we have
allowed faulty government sys--

tems to persist without fixing

things when we better could af-.

fordto.

© . What things? Here are a few:
* An overdependency on.oil.

» Escalating health care costs.

* A flawed, top-heavy kinder-

garten- t}nough 12th-grade edu- -

cauonal system.

.

may; seem, next year could be
considerably wotse. Until im-
provements are institutionalized

will keep hitting the wall.
Complamts about these bro-

‘ken systems abound, and dissat-

isfaction is growing. Increasing

numbers of people feel that law- -
;- makers are not listening and not

= Government Size beyond “wil
out means, with skyrocketing, &
unfunded government employ- -
- e health-and-refitement-bene-:*
fitsdebt. .
- Ongoing'expansion of TgOV- 1L
‘ernment, with broadened serv-
.ices and numerous ‘pieces of :
legislation that are. introduced.:
each year and that' mulnply our
costs. .
+ Tncreasing taxes and fees fo,-
- make up for revenue shortfalls.
- Now.we face major obstacles
when we least canafford to pay- :
for them. And, as.tough as this”.
‘legs]atwe and Tbudget ‘season

_:gamzatlons’statemde advocatelt;_ :
- for progress and a true reinvent-" ¢

ing of government,. many indi
viduals continue 1o ask: Ho

Busmesses have becom

and'ekpect  different:: results
Govemment mefﬁc1enc1es com:

and " hurting - their - customers

‘when expenses arg passed on.
or there is a strong.economic re-
bound with a ton of moriey flow--
ing thronghout our econdmny, we-

the fund has been depleted and
must be replenishéd, given the
tremenidous usage over the piast

couple of years. While lawmak- -
ers passed a.measure that pro-

of
far-will.we have to.sink before: workers' and are willing { to pay
the. necessary, bold: steps. arg: o
“taken? :When will our\electedf--- e

. -officialy getit?

“This added ‘expense” “hampers

-augmenting work:hours. Fur:
- ther, more and more businesses

A primary increase busmess— :
es face is swelling unemploy- -
ment-insurarice taxes, They are
~ . amajor state challenge because

Or legmma

" clearly aware ‘We canmot, keep_."{i;ml

domg thmgs the samie old WY g ‘evated ?ate band flmher

: creasmg the costs. they pay

.each empl
bined with a slow economy are: sach employee on their payro

hitting businesses left and right;

employers from creating jobs or-

have’ stories: about employees
who have quit, filed for- and re-

ceived unemployment.Tn" &
‘-_,:our mvestment Therefore Wwe

cannot maintain the status’ quo P art of he solunon

number of ‘cases we have heaid

abaut, the: employees quit.to
‘move backito the Mainland for
a job and-are drawing Hawaii -
;unernployment from there, We :

: urance tax and abuse are Just B
two examples of the many chal-" ¢
lenges businesses face as‘a re-.
-sult of: government structures;.

eedmg Tepair.

continue to get & poor return on

of costly, broken systems
Often, meamngful change is

If. we do; nothmg, \ye Wlll"-

1 the mtense pressure has some
. réady’ to blow.: However,’ we
- need to channe] this energy ina’ -
":fposmrve direction. Instead’of . -
-wallowing in one’s dissatisfac-.

tion ‘and. grumbling about the::

" Bétter alternatives exist, and" _
posmve transformation is possi--

come together to-make:it hap-
pen. You can make a difference

“today by helpmg to educate oth- -
- ers ‘on these 'jssues, construc- -

tively sharing concerns and an-

~swers with lawmakers, and en-
-¢ouraging all you know to get

out and vote. Join us and be a

1| Pamela Tumpap is presza’ent ‘
:_mot:wated by. pain‘a and. ﬁ'ustra-.i-"
: Sadly, w h

of the Mam Chamber of Com-

consequences faced by inaction’
nt S0 far, it is time for us to encour- .
 age and support our elected offi-*
“cials to make the tough calls.in’ = -
“areas that are not workmg, and;. _

ct o elect people who will,

ble, especially “when' we " all .. -



