‘.Iust say no" to hmdrances of economic recovery

ToE CHAMBER VIEW
“by Pamela Tumpap :

uring the
: L/Reagan:
adininistra-:
tion, first lady
‘Nancy Rea-
gan’launched.
the "“Iust say -
- N0 campaign:

to help our- natlon avoid drug -
wse and addiction. The pro- .

gram drew some criticism; giv-

‘en how entrenched drugs can

be in people s lives, with some

viewing it as an overly- simple - .
approach, 1o a complex prob- '
" lem. But, regardless-of how'
~"one_felt about this initiative, :
-'.there came a pomt when over—‘»'

. coming'a destructive. depend—

--.ence that- one had to-decide’ to-'.‘_
“just sy 16, not ‘allow: such -

* behavior’, anymore and; work:' _
toward the ‘necessary, changes-'-

recovery, growth and ]ob Cre—
ation, E

- Our.. large deeply rooted-

' povernment, which we are un-
able to afford, and continued -

revenue. shortfalls ‘have. law-
makers.. [ooking at’ how to:
squeeze - - additional | money"

" from the busmess sector to nars-

row:-the “gap. .The, time -has -
corie for.our state govemment
to face the reahty that business- :

‘g5 have had to-look: inside and
live ‘within then' means: It 8

tlrne for re51dents and busmess—

for an improved :life.. We, in o

: joawan must:take such a‘stan
and - “just.say-no!”" to: effort
‘ that will hamper our econo

derstandmg of T.he need to help
‘businesses survive, and we ap-
pland them for. then' actions to
help. ‘Howeéver, . other bills
oot that, will" rmse ‘the:cost of
doing " businéss;

1o "fund "the” Deparcment of

Businiess,: Econemic: Develop-.
_ mentand Tourism on the backs:

of. businesses’ by adding a sur:

regular feeés charged by several
- state department
mere and Consumer Affa1rs

But do not be fooled This tax\
is passed on to consumers one
‘way or aiiother; it hits and hurts
- Us all:.Let us remember that a
:GET increase; -

“such . ast-
“HB1926 HD2: Tlus bill, séeks -

«. Further taxes businesses

_that are straggling to survive; -
. keep their employees working, -
-and- their "costs -and . pricing
, down; and sell their goods and
-services.”

charge of $20 to a long list of -

#iv Has a tremendous mu1t1~

-plier effect that. increases the.
- ‘costs of goods and ¢ semces for’
every res.1dent : O
8,72 . Ig regresswe dlspropor-_
; tionately-hitting the less fortu—' '
. hate and poor, . _
% Raises the cost of vacatlon- .
ngin: Hawan and is detnmen-:-,

tal:to the Visiter mdustry _
*'Can equate to less spend—

in Hawau never has gone back
down after being raised, even
‘when the economy 1mploved

-Itonly has escalated over time,
If someone tries to tell you .

that a 1 percent increase is'a
nominal amount that will bene-

fit the. greater common good,

then help them do the math. A
1 percent increase of'a 4 per-
cent tax equates to a2 5 percent

_hike: an astronomical amount

for people to-absorb when they
are strugghng toholdon..

" M Doing govemment busi-

‘néss as usual. Sadly, the size'of

“out state government is:well”
. beyond what we can afford and -
has created 4, tremendous un-

funded govemrnent~employee- -
. retirethenit-benefits: debt. We
“heed to'reinvent gur state gov-"
_ _'ernrnent and:move: forward--
: "._w1th reducing both its size and
spendmg, outsourc:ng services
Do for—proﬁt and nonprofit sec-.
tors-that.can-deliver these serv-
jees-more efficiently and’ cost_ .
“effectively.'/And to'save money
‘-dnd better éducate our children;..

we need to revamp the Depart-
ment of Education, which
draws the lion’s share of the
budget. ‘

We are the people, We are
not tied fo this system, and we

"are not stuck, We must pet be- | -

yond what is not working and
get serious about stlmulatmg
the ‘economy, creating jobs,

-and. ridding our state of 'the

plague and reputation of hav-

‘ing a high cost of doing busi-
* ness here, If such measures
continue to' pass, they, like a
.drug addition, will damage s
now-and for years to come.
’_Change may-be challengmg, ‘
' but itis p0351b1e and needed. -

"Join us in. “just saying nol”.:
to a- GET increase; to'a Higher

- cost of doirig business, ahd to

government business as usual.

.Join in sending a strong mes- . .
sage -1o- lawmakers that-it i’

tirmé for necessary and posmve :
-change '

- | Pamela Tumpap is preszdent -

of the Maui Chamber of Com— :




